
 

Study on Hispanic-serving Institutions finds that after 

community college more Latino students attend private colleges 

Know what a HSI is? 

HSI is the acronym for those colleges and universities that are deemed 

Hispanic Serving Institutions. It means that 25% or more of their full-time 

undergraduate students are Latino. 

 

The invention of Hispanic-serving Institutions (HSIs) in the 1980s was 

grounded in the theory that institutions enrolling a large concentration of 

Latino students would adapt their institutional practices to serve these 

students better.  

Specifically, critical mass theory suggests once a definable group reaches a 

certain size within an organization, group interactions transform the 

organization's culture. 

In light of the growth of the Latino student population and the dismal rates of college completion, 

Excelencia in Education has released an analysis of where the next HSIs are expected to be, given that 

these institutions are fast approaching the 25% Latino student body rate. 

According to the study, Emerging Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSIs): Serving Latino Students : 

In 2006-07, there were 176 Emerging HSIs--institutions with Hispanic undergraduate full-time 

equivalent (FTE) enrollment between 15 and 24 percent.    

Emerging HSIs were located in 20 states, with the highest concentrations in California (52) and Texas 

(42). There are also Emerging HSIs in states less recognized for their Latino population, such as 

Arkansas, Indiana, Kansas, Oregon, and Utah. 

The majority of Emerging HSIs were community colleges (44 percent); private colleges and universities 

represented 36 percent and public colleges and universities represented 20 percent of Emerging HSIs. 

Of the undergraduate FTE (full-time equivalent enrollment) students enrolled at Emerging HSIs, 19 

percent were Hispanic. 

It's interesting to note that while the majority of Latino students are found at the community college 

level, the next highest number are found at private colleges and universities rather than public. 
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The difference could be that private colleges are better at recruiting Latino students than public colleges 

but is it because they want Latino students to succeed or they want the money that comes with Latino 

enrollment? 

The study further found that: 

While over 50 percent of Emerging HSIs reported specific practices related to the recruitment of Latino 

students, just over one-third stated their institution had academic programs or support services 

specifically focused on Latino students.  

Programs and support services make a big difference as to whether or not Latino students succeed in 

higher ed.  

And if more succeed, the hope is that more will go. 
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